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SOME NOTES FROM BERLIN ON BIBLICAL STUDY 

IN GERMANY. 

By Lester Bradner, Jr., Ph. D., 

Berlin, Germany. 

To an American, one striking characteristic of German 
theological study is its independent character. The univer- 
sity professors, although appointed by the State, and thus 
subject in this limited way to the State Church, are not com- 
mitted to the teaching of any particular dogmatic position, 
and deliver the results of their investigations without being 
obliged to consider their relation to any church creed or 
party. Prof. Fairbairn, Principal of Mansfield College, Ox- 
ford, draws the distinction between Germany and England in 
this respect in these words : " It is characteristic of the two 
countries that in England differences of religious thought 
bear ecclesiastical names, but in Germany their names are 
theological. Here we have High Church, Low Church, 
Broad Church ; there they have "Die Speculative Theologie," 
" Die Restauration's Theologie," " Die Vermittlung's Theol- 
ogie." Place our American denominational divinity schools 
in the stead of the English Church parties, and the contrast 
can be correctly used of Germany and America. Whether 
this independence (which some of the Germans themselves 
would gladly curtail) has greater advantages or disadvantages 
it is not my purpose to argue here, but it seems at least to 
have given a powerful impulse to theological study in 
Germany, so that in the Berlin University alone there are 
over seven hundred students of theology, and it has also pro- 
duced those advances in this department of investigation 
which bring so many American students yearly to the great 
educational centres of Germany. 

These general remarks apply equally to the particular do- 
main of Biblical Study, and especially at Berlin. There are 
few readers on these subjects, who do not know the position 
and authority of Professors Weiss, Harnack and Pfleiderer in 
New Testament matters, and of Prof. Dillmann and perhaps 
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Kleinert in the Old Testament. Others of the Berlin Faculty 
well known especially in Germany are Strack, Kaftan, von 
Soden, and Lommatzsch and Miiller. The observation made 
by a recent writer in the Student, that the New Testament 
is receiving a much larger share of attention in Germany 
than the Old, is sustained by the calculation that during the 
Winter Semester in Berlin, thirty-five hours a week were de- 
voted to New Testament Exegesis, Introduction and Theol- 
ogy, while the Old Testament received only twenty-three. 
In the Summer Semester of 1892 however the hours are re- 
spectively twenty-five and twenty-six. 

The methods and personnel of the Berlin Faculty have 
already been so well presented in past years to the readers of 
the Student, that I shall not undertake to repeat what has 
been said, but limit myself to noting a few of the tendencies 
manifested as to the direction that biblical criticism is taking. 
One of the most important of these seems to be the effort now 
making to produce a constructive result from the midst of the 
mass of negative and destructive criticism which has long 
characterized German scholarship. No effort is to be more 
heartily welcomed than this at any time and none is more 
needed at the present. The admission of the human element 
in the Bible, of the development of its literature and theology 
in accordance with historical principles and psychological 
laws, opened the gates for such a flood of new theories that 
the shock made many who were ignorant of the true inner 
strength of the divine element in the book tremble for its 
safety, lest it should be swept away beyond recovery. Well- 
hausen and Baur were names to be shuddered at, and yet at 
the present day many of the results reached by these men 
and their school have established themselves in the minds of 
unprejudiced men as true. On the basis of their views, then, 
a thorough reconstruction of many of the old biblical con- 
ceptions is necessary, in order that we may see how the Bible 
will appear in its new setting, and what it can accomplish 
under its new conditions. The result will be the test of the 
validity of the process and its premises. This desired re- 
construction seems to be gradually progressing and the effort 
making to attach to the biblical books that have been handed 
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down to us the historic conditions, the life and thought of 
the people who first produced them, rather than to fit them 
into any preconceived dogmatic mould. Such a process is of 
necessity a slow one. A satisfactory combination of results 
depends upon a prior establishment of the correct analysis by 
which they have been reached, and it is not strange that 
many who are not confronted by the problems that arise from 
this analysis should be impatient of its results as well as of the 
reconstruction. Unfortunately for the testing of the work, 
a knowledge of it both in its negative and positive aspects 
appears to be largely confined to those distinctly interested in 
theological lines and the movement toward a popular appre- 
ciation of what has been done is scarcely perceptible. 

Plainly a reconstruction must rest at first upon a critical 
restoration of the text both of the Bible itself and of outside 
sources. It requires also a most exact and historical inter- 
pretation of these sources. Hence the cry of real scholarship 
in Germany is, "Back to the sources!" and this "Quellen- 
kritik" is producing a large mass of technical literature. 
Hence it is that Prof. Dillmann lectures on ' ' Text Geschichte 
des Alten Testaments" and lays special emphasis in his 
"Seminar" upon emendations of the Hebrew text and its 
comparison with the Septuagint ; that Prof. Harnack edits a 
series of * ' Texten und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der 
Alt Christlichen Literatur," and that in this series Prof. Weiss 
has just published a very careful and scholarly discussion of 
the text of the book of Revelation. Prof. Harnack too in 
his " Seminar" for Church History discusses only the origi- 
nal patristic texts. The appearance however at recent dates 
of so many new introductory works to both the Old and New 
Testaments, as well as lecture courses on Introductions (which 
are more frequent here than in America) is an evidence that 
teachers and scholars are endeavoring to bring into more 
general notice this effort to construct a new background for 
the biblical literature. The same reason brings Prof Pfiei- 
derer to combine in his lectures the two subjects of New 
Testament Introduction and New Testament Theology in 
order to bring the literary development of the New Testa- 
ment literature more forcibly into connection with the 
progress of Christian doctrine. 
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The effort to comprehend the real intellectual and spiritual 
atmosphere which surrounded the biblical writers and there- 
fore entered unavoidably into what came from their pen is 
best illustrated by the emphasis laid upon the investigation 
of the so-called ' ' intertestamental " literature both Jewish and 
Hellenistic, and the Apocrypha of both Testaments. A 
glance at the list of articles published in the German theolo- 
gical magazines show how widely this work is undertaken. 
The determination and tracing out of the Rabbinical and 
Hellenistic influences in the New Testament and especially 
in the Pauline epistles is a striking feature in Prof. Pfleiderer's 
lectures, while by means of the antinomies of the combined 
Jewish and Greek elements he is enabled to throw light upon 
many difficult points in Paul's theology. 

Biblical theology holds an important place in the theologi- 
cal curriculum, not only of the Old Testament on which 
Prof. Dillmann lectures, but especially that of the New Tes- 
tament in which both Prof. Pfleiderer and Prof. Weiss have 
courses. The tendency here also is to adopt an historical 
rather than a systematic method. The student is recom- 
mended to follow the development of some one idea first in 
the teaching of Christ himself and then as it appears in the 
Epistles according to their historical order. Prof. Pfleiderer 
in his exposition follows the historical sequence, and distin- 
guishing several different schools of thought in the New 
Testament writers, he treats each separately in detail and 
then illustrates the logical and chronological dependence of 
the next upon what has preceded. 

We may see from what has been said that in the settle- 
ment of disputed biblical questions to-day there are two main 
factors working, leading sometimes to identical, sometimes 
to different even contradictory results ; one is historical testi- 
mony and probability, the other logical and philosophical 
sequence in the development of ideas. An investigator pos- 
sessed of a strong historic sense, accustomed to construct his 
hypothesis more or less purely on the ground of the testimony 
of history, such as, for example, Prof. Harnack, may reach 
conclusions quite apart from those of another, who, like Prof. 
Pfleiderer, feel that the more reliable reconstruction is to be 
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gained by tracing the dependence and connection of the im- 
portant conceptions of religion, philosophy or ethics. Hardly 
a better illustration could be found of the working of these 
two elements than in the comparison of the views of the two 
eminent men just mentioned as to the date of authorship of 
various New Testament books, and their reasons for the 
same. It is not fitting here to enter into the detail of the 
differences ; suffice it to say, that while both have much in 
common, the dates set by Prof. Harnack are on the whole 
earlier than those of the most advanced critics, while Prof. 
Pfleiderer's are uniformly late. Both these points of view 
are characteristic of German criticism, and the difference be- 
tween them may explain some of the divergences of critical 
opinion which have caused many, unacquainted both with 
the possibilities and difficulties of the case, to consider that a 
want of unity was conclusive proof of the error of both 
parties as over against some traditional view. 

Nevertheless it is undoubtedly true that both these ele- 
ments must be taken into consideration. The later and more 
vigorous of the two is the philosophical treatment, which 
aims to take into account the individual peculiarities of each 
writer, the world of thought in which he moved, and espec- 
ially the purpose which animated his work. This " Tendenz 
Kritik," as it is neatly designated in German terminology, 
when once on foot, and aware of the totally unoccupied field 
before it, proceeded to outreach itself in the extravagant re- 
sults of the Tubingen school, and awoke thereby the slum- 
bering spirit of strictly historical investigation. Since that 
time throughout the field of criticism each has served as a 
check upon the other, to correct its false or untenable hy- 
potheses and to prepare the way for farther investigation. 
The diagonal which shall represent the true resultant of these 
two forces has not yet been fixed, the vibrations on one side 
and the other still continue, but one may, I think, see that 
they are growing smaller and are confined more than formerly 
to details. There is hope for a perfect balance in the future 
which will re-assure by its ultimate agreement many who are 
anxiously watching the outcome. 

What this outcome is likely to be, is a question which 
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many who are now gaining a conception of the situation, 
wish to ask. How far will it be from the old traditional 
position? That it can never be exactly the same is evident 
from the fact that new elements have entered in which until 
now were disregarded. New demands are being made by 
the thoughtful spirit of the times, and this can only be sat- 
isfied by a modification of what has proved sufficient for 
non-inquiring ages. If present tendencies in Germany can 
be relied upon it seems probable that the final result will not 
be so near the left extreme as might formerly have been 
thought. "Tendenz Kritik" no longer goes unchallenged, 
some of its vagaries have cast suspicion upon it, and even 
the followers of the Tubingen school have in many instances 
returned to older and more substantial views. Perhaps there 
is not enough change to call it a reaction toward the position 
of the old school and yet the pendulum is turning somewhat 
that way. Then there still remains a prejudice against the 
admission of the supernatural which must in the end meet 
and be influenced by the opposite views of English and 
American scholarship at the time when the two latter shall 
have made themselves masters of the principles and results of 
German criticism, and this may have a mediating tendency. 
At all events it seems as if the time were not so far distant 
when at least the actual difference of opinion can be stated in 
such definite form that it will lose many of its present 
intricacies and uncertainties, and that to those candid minds 
whose purpose is not a proclamation of startling novelties on 
the one hand, nor an obstinate clinging to the dogma of un- 
critical ages on the other, but rather a desire to make the 
Bible a truly living and helpful book, these differences will 
appear not so much those of principle as of detail and un- 
essentials. 



